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 …...Continued from page 1. 
I am reminded of the story of the Prodigal Son, from Luke 15, not for the wayward younger 
son who left and then returned, but of the older son who stayed.   It is the older son’s anger 
that parallels that of our churches.  We, the ones that have stayed in the church for decades, 
and who have worked tirelessly for Christ and seemingly getting nothing in return, as we 
watch the world go by the front door of our church and we cry, where is my fatted calf and 
celebration?   My answer… to get us rejuvenated, is found in a song, Count Your Blessings, by 
Johnson Oatman, Jr.   Remember the words to this song? 

When upon life’s billows you are tempest-tossed, 
When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 
And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done. 

 

Refrain: 
Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done! 
Count your blessings, name them one by one, 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 
 

Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 
Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 

Count your many blessings, every doubt will fly, 
And you will keep singing as the days go by. 

 

When you look at others with their lands and gold, 
Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold; 

Count your many blessings—wealth can never buy 
Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high. 

 

So, amid the conflict whether great or small, 
Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 

Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 
Help and comfort give you to your journey’s end. 

  

 My friends we are blessed.   But we also have to remember our blessings need to be 
shared.  I heard a guy on a Christian talk radio show say about God’s blessings in connection 
to personal finances, “God will give us more, as long as He knows it will go through us.”  God 
made you a blessing… So go be a blessing for others and the cup will never be empty.  And all 
God ‘s people said, “Amen”.  
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 Friends, we have been here a long while working and discussing the things we think we 
need to do to revitalize our church and how to work together to spread the good news of 
Christ here in Ogden, Boone County, and beyond.  Most of you have been members of or have 
called this church home for a long time and we do have many newer folks.  Many of you have 
been active in the church, serving on boards and committees, participating and/or leading Bi-
ble and Sunday School classes, preparing and serving dinners, doing rummage sales, preparing 
Ingathering kits, and a whole host of other stuff.  Most of you have seen the church grow and 
the pews full every Sunday.  You have also seen friends and family leave the church for numer-
ous reasons, to where the pews are not so full today.  You are also witnessing some decline of 
our community overall.   Hope is waning, and you are wondering how much longer we can 
hold on.  
 I speak to you as an outsider, never having been part of a church or community for 
such a length of time as you folks have been.   However, I have been a member of and have 
served as Pastor of churches going through similar struggles for a number of years now.   I 
have seen how different churches have handled these struggles and from my prospective, it 
boils down to this statement, “Why we do what we do?”   Why is this so important?  Because 
it is not what we do that is important but why we do them and yes, for us Christians the how is 
also important, which we know is found in scripture.     
 Do we do God’s works to fill our pews or to fill God’s Kingdom?  Do we do what we do 
in an attempt to glorify God or to the glory of God?  Our task as Christians is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ.   As Methodists, we add “for the transformation of the world”.  This work 
should be fueled by our faith in God through the power of the Holy Spirit.  This work should be 
an automatic response to the grace of God, done freely and joyfully.  This work should be 
done in response to the salvation we have received from Jesus the Christ.   When we find the 
work we do as a church or as individual Christians tedious or boring or unfulfilling, we need to 
stop and revisit why we are doing what we are doing.  Even long-term ministries that once 
were fruitful may have become out of step in what God wants us to be doing and we need to 
be able to let go of them. 
  Continued on page 12…….. 

“Rejoice always, pray without  
ceasing, give thanks in all  

circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.’ 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
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Sunday  Morning 

8:30 am Prayer Gathering 
9:00 am Worship  
 

Staff and Contact Information 

Pastor—Rev. James “Buck”  Buckhahn 
 buck.buckhahn@iaumc.net 
Cell—     712-303-8812 
Ministry Coordinator and  
       Financial Secretary—Kelli Larson 
 cumceducation@netins.net 
Office Assistant—Alayna Longhorn 
 515-275-4015 
 cumc@netins.net 
Organist and Accompanist— 
 Cathy Aldrich 
Vocal Choir Director—David Larsen 
Praise Band Coordinator—               
 Carol Christensen 
Pianist—Christine Oien 
Custodians—Russ & Melisa Stevens 
Treasurer—Jan Froning 
 cumctreasurer@netins.net 

Church Address—Website 

Community United Methodist Church 
337 SW 2nd St 
P.O. Box 759 
Ogden, Iowa   50212-0759 
CUMC website:  www.cumcogden.org 
www.facebook.com/cumcogdeniowa 

Sermons Online 
View sermons under “Sunday Services” 
tab online at the church’s homepage. 

Church Calendar 
The church calendar is located on the 
website under the “Calendar” menu. 

Office Hours 

9:00 am – 12:00 pm, Mon - Fri. 

CHURCH FINANCIAL REPORT 

Here is our latest Financial Report as of 4/30/2021: 

General Fund Balance =$9,478.23 
Apportionments due for 2020 = $21,733.00  
Apportionments Paid YTD = $3,722.00 (5/11/21) 
Av. Weekly Giving of  $2957.16 is down $39.13/week 

From average weekly giving prior year.   

On-Line Giving   ( This is a great time to try online giving) 

You can give using Credit/Debit cards or from your check-
ing/savings accounts.  Simply follow these easy steps to get 
started:  Visit our website at https://www.cumcogden.org/ 
Go to the Stewardship Page & follow the instructions. 

On-line Giving using your Smart Phone 

With GivePlus+ Mobile App from Vanco Payment Solutions, 
you can use your smartphone to give anytime, anywhere!  
Download the FREE app on your Apple or Android phone.  
Make one-time or recurring donations.  Log in or donate as 
a guest.  Securely and conveniently manage donations using 
Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN, or password.  To give, search 
your phone’s app store for “GivePlus+” by Vanco Payment 
Solutions and install.  Follow the instructions to  
select our church and start giving.   
TEXT Giving  

Simply text a dollar amount (i.e. “10” for $10.00) 
to 855-908-1102.  First time users will get a reply 
text with a link.  Click on the link and complete the  
transaction form.   The dollar amount you texted will be the 
amount processed.  Future giving will automatically process 
using the information you entered initially.  You will get a 
confirmation TEXT which will have other instructions for 
refunding or making your gift a recurring gift.  Go to our 
website to view a video on how to text to give. 
Electronic Giving Option 
To simplify your financial giving to CUMC, consider using 
electronic giving through your own bank’s website (online 
bill paying) or authorizing CUMC’s account at Vision Bank to 
draw funds from your account. You can set up an amount 
for as often as you like or make single donations.  
Information is available at church.    
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MISSION OPPORTUNITIES  
 

LOCAL SCHOOL SUPPLY COLLECTION 
We will once again be collecting school supplies for the Ogden Schools.  There will be a collection bin 
in the courtyard at church until September 3rd.  Above the collection bin is a detailed list of needed 
supplies by grade.  Here are a few across the board– Ticonderoga #2 pencils, glue sticks, single subject 
spiral notebooks, box of 24 crayons, pink erasers, tissues,  

INGATHERING  
We are collecting items for InGathering Kits each month. 
There is a bin in the Courtyard to place your donations. 
For the month of August we will be collecting 
Unsharpened pencils and pencil sharpeners. 

FOOD PANTRY 
The Food Pantry is having people come into the church  
to receive their food.  They will come in the North doors and come 
down stairs to receive their food and vouchers.  We are glad to be 
doing it this way again.   
 

A big thank  you for all of the support you have given us.  We have 
always had enough food to help others, and it is because of the 
support from our church and community.  This month the items 
we could use are cereals.  We are out of that.   

The Food Pantry is on the second Tuesday of the month from 6-6:30 pm.   
Again, thank  you for all your donations. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Habitat’s 30th home at 1517 6th Street is coming along, and I just 
wanted to share a couple of updates.   

We have a couple open dates on the schedule if you would like to 
volunteer your time, please let the office know! (515-275-4014)        
If your church, or you and a couple of people, are willing to partici-
pate the extra help would be appreciated.  Dates available are- 
                July 31st, August 7th, September 11th, September 18th  
We also have the RV Care-a-vanners coming the first two weeks in 
August to work on the build. If you would like to provide snacks or a 
meal for the team of 10, please let the office know! There are a cou-
ple dates available. In addition, we are going to have a potluck din-
ner on Sunday, August 1st at 6pm to welcome the group to Boone 
County.  Please RSVP to Lindsay at 712-541-2212 by July 28th, so we 
know how many to expect. Habitat will provide the meat, so we en-
courage side dishes, salads, or dessert!  

http://www.cumcogden.org/
https://www.cumcogden.org/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fus.123rf.com%2F450wm%2Farcady31%2Farcady311507%2Farcady31150700023%2F43262420-stock-vector-hand-with-cell-phone.jpg%3Fver%3D6&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fclipart-vector%2Fcell_phone.html&doci
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Aug 2 Margo Christensen ** 
 Deanna Garwood 
 Jaden Liebsch 
 Chloe Jens 
Aug 4 Brandon Brend 
 Kevin Paulsen 
 Lillie Longhorn 
 Justin Velky 
Aug 5 Addison Liebsch 
 Linda Morgan 
Aug 6 Todd Leemkuil 
 Colton Young 
Aug 7 Donna Christensen ** 
Aug 8 Tyson Perdue 
Aug 9  Tom Kauffman 
 Kim Rinker 
 Ken Townsend 
Aug 11 Chuck Good 
 Marcia Peterson                                

Aug 12 Julie Hornberg 
 Jeff Emerson 
Aug 13 Norma Crosman 
 Elyse Fisher 
 Kin Lewiston 
 Bain Wilson 
Aug 14 Mark Dorr 
 Brenda Fisher 
 Kim Meimann 
Aug 15 Ken Elsberry 
 Susan Kallem 
Aug 16 Addison Walker 
 Parker Craighton 
Aug 18 Mark Erickson 
Aug 19 Deb Carlson 
 Mona Satre 
Aug 21 Clara Kruse 
Aug 22 Bella Bryan 
 Cindy Christensen 

Aug 24 Amelia Schroeder 
Aug 26 Jude Knutsen 
 Lisa Sheirbon ** 
Aug 27 Linda Lewiston 
Aug 28 Linda Bolton 
Aug 30 Sue Bogue 
 Bryant Hunter 
 Diane Nicklos 
Aug 31 Rita Brueland 
 
** denotes significant birthdays 
that end in “0”. 

August BIRTHDAYS 

Tom & Freda Perdue  August 3rd  Andrew & Katy Heineman August 5th 
Ron & Jan Jome   August 7th  Jim & Sue McConnell  August 9th 
Bernie & Evelyn Lewiston August 10th  Chad  Tonya Curry  August 13th 
Bill & Jenni Johnson  August 17th  Gary & Carlotte Paulsen  August 18th 
Kendal & Kim Paulsen  August 26th. 

Happy anniversary 

 TALENT AUCTION 
The Talent Auction will take place on September 12th as a kickoff to Sunday 
School.  We will return to having a live auction only as well as a brunch for every-
one at church.  Please be thinking about what talents you can share with the 
congregation, handmade items, services such as window washing, lawn care, car 
detailing or hanging Christmas lights.  Wonderful baked goods are always a hit as 
well.  Be watching the newsletter, bulletins and email for more information and 
sign-up sheet on how you can help make this a big success!  Funds raised with 
help replenish the Campership Fund.  With almost 100 campers here last week it 
will need boost so we can share Jesus with 100 kids or more next year!  Plus the 
price of camp is expected to increase for 2022. 
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                       Family and Friends in Our Prayers  
Please pray for our friends including  

Jan Jome; Dean Hartwig (Don & Sharon Crouse ’s son-in-law); JoAnn Zunkel; Gary Paulson, 
and especially our friends and family that are shut -ins or in care centers.  

Members and Friends in Care / Assisted Living Centers 
Ogden Manor:  Norma Jean Herridge; Eastern Star: Shirley Brock; Suites of Ankeny: Vivian Christensen 

Westhaven: Irene Delp, Millie Henriksen, Morgan & Eunice Sterner, JoAnn Zunkel 

Green Hills:  Dixie Jensen 

LANDSCAPE UPGRADE: 
Through the donations from two anonymous gifts we have 2 new stained and poly coated wooden 

benches attached to large paver sections that flank our entry sidewalk.  The original benches are in 

the new landscaping on either side of the entry doors.  The new landscape project consists of remov-

ing many older shrubs and replacing with ground fabric and rock.  This landscape includes the South 

side of the church and extends around to the West entrance giving the church a clean and cohesive 

landscape design that is easy to maintain.  Also, through another donation the church received a 

thorough bath from the local power washing company.  The church really is looking great.  Thanks to 

the donors, Pastor Buck, the Trustees, and volunteers that helped out over the past several months.  
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WEDNESDAY MORNING MEN’S BIBLE STUDY 

A growing group of local men are meeting on 
Wednesday mornings to study 52 men of the Bible 
and to pray.  You are welcome to rise up early and 
join them every Wednesday morning here at 
church starting at 5:15 am with prayer time and at 
5:30 am for Bible study.  You are also welcome to 
attend via Zoom.  The Zoom link is on the calendar 
on the website or you can contact the office and 
we can send you a link via email.   August the men 
will be studying—Barnabas, Simon the Sorcerer, 
Paul, Timothy, and Jesus to finish up the study.  

PRAYER WALKING 
 

Consider Prayer Walking to improve your spiritual & physical health.   We meet at the church on 
Wednesday mornings at 9AM.  To focus our prayer time, we are focusing on two things; The first is 
praying for the people along the path we are walking each time and secondly praying the names and 
attributes of God.  For the latter we will have a scripture read each time before we start that will high-
light a name or attribute of God.  We will be done and back at church by 10AM.   
Come and be Blessed.  Pastor Buck & Barb Petrone 

SEEKERS 
Seekers study group meets year-round on Thursday 
mornings from 10 – 11:30 in the church library.    

Through the summer we will be looking at Women in 
the Bible.  What a great time to come and spend time 
in fellowship and study!    

  SPECIAL SUMMER MUSIC 

Have a musical talent, or a talented musician/singer in the family?  
We would love for you to show off your talent at one of our summer 
church services.  Just give the office a call (515) 275-4015, or sign up 
on the clipboard in the courtyard.  We would love to hear you!! 

  August 1st       August 22nd  
  August 8th       August 29th   
  August 15th       September 5th 
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 The winds of change seem to be constantly blowing. Whether 
it’s the kids growing up, our own aging process, or just the steady 
drumbeat of the seasons coming and going, change seems a constant 
companion. Let me tell you of some changes we see coming. 

 Every year, Judy and I do a sort of evaluation on where we 
are, personally, spiritually, ministry wise. It’s nothing deep or compli-
cated, just a conversation we have sharing our thoughts about the 
season just passed, where we are currently and what do we want to 
do about next year. Our conversation this year has led us to the con-
clusion to call a timeout on holding Bulldog Builders this coming year. 

 Let me give you some of the reasons for our decision. The first is financial. A 
typical season of Bulldog Builder ministry runs nearly $10,000. The Lord has faithfully 
provided revenue sources for us and our church family has faithfully and generously 
supported us anytime we have requested help. We have always felt totally supported. 
However, with the loss of the Farm Progress Show money, we would be facing another 
year of having to raise all our support. Secondly, while student interest in the program 
remains, the trend is towards lower and lower attendance. I sometimes worry, my 
voice has gotten a little stale. We have also been told that a Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes chapter has been given the go ahead to start in Ogden. FCA can be a vibrant 
replacement for Bulldog Builders for our students. 

 We have always felt led by the Lord in our youth ministry efforts. We continue 
to seek His will in all we do. Where that leads and what that looks like remains unclear 
at this time. 

 What remains is an overwhelming sense of gratitude. We are so grateful for 
the partnership of our church family. We are grateful for the many friendships we have 
developed over the years. Mostly, we are grateful beyond description for the unique 
opportunity we have had to watch the Lord reveal Himself in very personal and unique 
ways to students all through the years. It has truly been a joy and we are incredibly 
blessed! 

     Stay tuned. Things keep changing, 
      Tom and Judy 

 

CHRISTMAS DINNER 
The missions committee is looking for someone to organize the Christmas 
Dinner.  There is a dedicated group of church members that have been 
regular helpers on Christmas day in the past and you can expect that 
many of them will return. This is a wonderful mission of our church that 
serves about 50-60 people each year.  Many that attend come each year 
and look forward to the fellowship that is shared. It is a very special day. 
If you would like to know more please contact the office. 
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One of the recent devotionals I was reading was based on 2 Corinthians 1:3 – 7, which 
is as follows.  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that 
we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from 
God.  For just as we share abundantly in the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort 
abounds through Christ.  If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if 
we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of 

the same sufferings we suffer.   And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share in 
our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. What struck me during this reading was how many 
times the word comfort was used.  The interpretation I read was that it is saying that God comforts us 
so that we can comfort others.  When we see others in need, that is one of our chances to do God’s 
work.  But it was very “comforting” to me to look back and look around at all the trials I have had and 
have right now in my life and realize how true these verses are.  God has found many ways to comfort 
me and I feel blessed that He will continue to do that.  May you feel God’s blessing as well. 
 It is hard to believe but it is almost Sunday School kick off time again.  See the bullet points 
below for ways you can help and for the schedule. 
      Blessings and God’s comfort to you.  ~ Kelli 

SUNDAY SCHOOL KICK OFF 
Sunday School kick off will be Sunday, September 12.  It will be the day of the Talent Auc-

tion but we will also have a special Family Bingo game.  Bring the whole family for 
some fun. 

We will continue to have a one room Sunday School to start with but I am hoping some of 
our really young kids will start to come to Sunday School, in which case I do have some 
plans for separate lessons for them since our span of ages would be huge.  So, I really 
could use a few people who might be willing to work with those youngsters if they 
start coming which I am really hoping for. 

Tina Clark has said she will be happy to teach the one room part again.  I will also be doing 
it but it would be nice to have a back up if one or both of us can’t be there.  Also, it is 
always good to have two people just because of safe sanctuary policies. 

YOUTH GROUP  
Youth Group will start September 15.  It will once again be for 5th – 8th grade, from   
 6:00 – 7:15 (note the little different time) on most Wednesday nights.  Here again if 

there would be someone else willing to help out with that it would be great.  I will do 
all the planning and plan on being here all the time but we have had a large group so it 
would be nice to have someone else to be here again due to our safe sanctuary policy.  
Also, if anyone would be willing to provide our meal for that first night, we would real-
ly appreciate that! 

Thank you so much for your willingness to help. 
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“ Knitted Together” 
for God’s Good Work  

United Methodist Women 

Dear Sisters in Christ, 
 This has been quite a summer—weatherwise.  We have experienced many varieties.  
Through it all we know God is with us.  I trust all of you are safe and recovering.   
 

Thank you to all who helped in any way with the Eagle Lake Camp.  Continue to pray for the 
campers.  May they continue to grow in the Lord.   
 

It’s hard to believe it’s already August and soon school with all it’s activities will be starting up.  
Remember the students, staff, and all the ones working at the schools in your prayers.   
 

Pray for our church programs too.  Sunday School will be starting soon.  Pray the students will 
be coming again.  The activities will also be going again.  The Circles are meeting and Bible Stud-
ies and prayer groups are meeting.  Keep all of these in your prayers.  Maybe you would like to 
join in these programs.  If so know you would be welcome.   
 

Our August 14th Unit Meeting is at 1:30pm Monica Circle will have our short program and devo-
tions and serve refreshments.  I hope to see many of you there. 
 
     

            Your friend in Christ, 
      Sandy Friesen   
============================================================================== 
UMW Schedule for August 

August 4—1:30 pm   UMW Unit Meeting 
August 16—7:00 pm  Glory Circle  
August 18—1:30 pm   Faith Circle 

"Every word of God is flawless; He is a 
shield to those who take refuge in him."  

Proverbs 30:5 

Fellowship 
We are looking for volunteers that are willing to serve fellowship.    
If you are willing to assist in this endeavor, would you please con-
tact the office at 515-275-4015 or at cumc@netins.net. Or sign up 
in the courtyard.  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

1) 

8:30 am Prayer Gathering 
9:00 am Worship w/ Communion 
10:00 am Fellowship 

2)   All services will be 
Livestreamed online at 
www.cumcogden.org  

under the  
“Sunday Services/Live 

Stream”  
menu tab and can also be 
viewed anytime. 

3) 4) 
5:15 am Men
5:30 am Men
9:00 am Prayer Walking
1:30 pm UMW Unit Meeting

8)   
8:30 am Prayer Gathering 
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am Fellowship 
 
 

9) 
 

10) 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7:00pm Food Pantry 

11)  
5:15 am Men
5:30 am Men
9:00 am Prayer Walking

15)   
8:30 am Prayer Gathering 
9:00 am Worship 
10:00 am Fellowship 
 

16)  

 

 

7:00 pm Glory Circle 

17)  

 
 

18)  
5:15 am Men
5:30 am Men
9:00 am Prayer Walking
1:30 pm Faith Circle
7:30 pm  Leadership Board

22)    
8:30 am Prayer Gathering 
9:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Fellowship 

23)  
 
 

24)  
 

25)  
5:15 am Men
5:30 am Men
9:00 am Prayer Walking
1:30 pm Manor Worship

29)   

8:30 am Prayer Gathering 
9:00 am Worship  
10:00 am Fellowship 

30)  31)  
 

August  2021
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

5:15 am Men’s Prayer  
5:30 am Men’s Bible Study 
9:00 am Prayer Walking 
1:30 pm UMW Unit Meeting 

5) 
10:00 am Seekers 
 
 
 

6) 
 
 

7)  

 

5:15 am Men’s Prayer  
5:30 am Men’s Bible Study 
9:00 am Prayer Walking 

12) 

10:00 am Seekers 
 

13)   14) 

5:15 am Men’s Prayer  
5:30 am Men’s Bible Study 
9:00 am Prayer Walking 
1:30 pm Faith Circle 
7:30 pm  Leadership Board 

19)     

10:00 am Seekers 
            
 
 

20)  
Pastor at church rally—— 

21) 
————————————— 

5:15 am Men’s Prayer  
5:30 am Men’s Bible Study 
9:00 am Prayer Walking 
1:30 pm Manor Worship 

26)  
10:00 am Seekers 
            
 
 
 

27) 28) 

   

August  2021 

COOKBOOKS NOW  
ONLY $5.00.   

Be ready for any gift 
 giving occasion  

this summer! 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjR7cnlkavbAhULiIMKHYYTDqUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmaesparrspto.com%2Fcookbook%2F&psig=AOvVaw1zGgJYc6nFcSBIOztQ19y6&ust=1527690777806565

